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Authorize a DHCP server in Active Directory

Reprinted from Microsoft Tech Net, Windows Server Tech Center, Article Updated: January 21, 2005.
The complete original Microsoft Tech Net article is published here:

[http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc759688(WS.10).aspx]

Windows Server 2003, Windows Server 2003 SP1 and SP2, and Windows Server 2003 R2 retired
content. The content you requested has already retired. It's available to download on the following
page. [https://www.microsoft.com/en-US/download/details.aspx?id=53314] or Here:
[https://download.microsoft.com/download/3/5/0/3502F151-5E4C-48E1-8ABE-C89E73CB1291/Window
s%20Server%202003_en-us.pdf]

To authorize a DHCP server in Active Directory Open DHCP.

In the console tree, click DHCP.

On the Action menu, click Manage authorized servers. The Manage Authorized Servers dialog box
appears.

Click Authorize.

When prompted, type the name or IP address of the DHCP server to be authorized, and then click OK.

Notes

For a DHCP server to be authorized in an Active Directory domain environment, you must first be
logged on as a member of the Enterprise Admins group for the enterprise where the server is being
added.

To open DHCP, click Start, click Settings, click Control Panel, double-click Administrative Tools, and
then double-click DHCP.

This procedure is usually only needed if you are running a DHCP server on a member server. In most
cases, if you are installing a DHCP server on a computer also running as a domain controller, the
server is automatically authorized the first time you add the server to the DHCP console.

The fully qualified domain name (FQDN) of the DHCP server cannot exceed 64 characters. If the FQDN
of the DHCP server exceeds 64 characters, the attempt to authorize the server fails with the error
message, “A constraint violation has occurred.” If your DHCP server FQDN exceeds 64 characters,
authorize the server using the IP address of the server instead of its FQDN.

DHCP servers running Windows 2000 cannot be authorized using the Windows Server 2003
administrative tools (the DHCP console and the Netsh commands for DHCP) unless Windows 2000
Server Service Pack 2 is installed.

Information about functional differences Your server might function differently based on the version
and edition of the operating system that is installed, your account permissions, and your menu
settings. For more information, see [http://technet.microsoft.com/en-
us/library/cc776861(WS.10).aspx|Viewing Help on the Web].
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See Also

Concepts [http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc738731(WS.10).aspx|Unauthorize a DHCP
server in Active Directory] [http://technet.microsoft.com/en-
us/library/cc778807(WS.10).aspx|Delegating administration]
[http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc781697(WS.10).aspx|Authorizing DHCP servers]
[http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc786474(WS.10).aspx|Delegate ability to authorize DHCP
servers to a non-enterprise administrator]
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